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"Small town, big heart - that's Keiser!" April Newsle er 

Vol  12 

A Tribute to Daniel Lewellen: Cele-
bra ng a Life of Faith and Devo on  
 

It is with profound sadness and a heavy 
heart that I dedicate this piece to the 
memory of Daniel Lewellen, who passed 
away on March 23. The City of Keiser has 
indeed lost a loyal worker, and personal-
ly, I have lost a friend whose presence 
was a constant source of light and 
strength even during the difficult mes. 
 

Daniel's dedica on to his family, his un-
wavering faith, and his love for our city 
were the hallmarks of his character. 
Married to his beloved wife for many 
wonderful years, his commitment and 
love for her were as evident as his devo-

on to his Lord. Daniel navigated life 
with a joy and resilience that was truly 
remarkable, especially considering the 
challenges he faced with his hearing. 
 

Despite being deaf in one ear and having 
only 35% hearing in the other, Daniel 
never let this dampen his spirits. His re-
cent acquisi on of a cochlear implant 
marked a significant turning point in his 
life. For the first me in years, he could 
hear almost perfectly. This breakthrough 
brought him immense joy and enabled 
him to engage in conversa ons just like 
anyone else. The transforma on was 
heartwarming, and when he visited City 
Hall a er receiving his implant, his radi-
ant smile was infec ous, ligh ng up the 
room and warming the hearts of all who 
had the pleasure of witnessing this mo-
ment of pure happiness. 
 

Daniel's enthusiasm and newfound abil-
ity to communicate more effec vely 
were not just personal victories; they 

were a source of inspira on to everyone 
around him. His story is a testament to 
the power of resilience, faith, and the 
importance of cherishing the simple joys 
in life—like the sound of a loved one's 
voice or the laughter of friends. 
 

As we mourn the loss of Daniel Lewellen, 
we also celebrate his life and the indeli-
ble mark he has le  on the City of Keiser 
and on our hearts. Let us honor his 
memory by embracing our challenges 
with grace, by loving deeply, and by find-
ing joy in every moment, just as he did. 
 

Daniel, your spirit and love for life and 
this City will forever remain a beacon of 
hope and joy for all who knew you. You 
may have le  us, but your legacy will 
con nue to inspire and guide us. Rest in 
peace, dear friend. Your memory will 
always be cherished and kept alive in the 
hearts of those you touched. 

FROM MAYOR RICK CREECY 

KEISER NEWS 

City Council mee ng on the 3rd 
Monday of each month at 6:00 
pm.  All welcome. 

Follow us on Facebook and at our 
website www.cityo eiser.com 

Water bills due the 16th of each 
month.  Late charges will be ap-
plied on the 16th and shutoff on 
the 27th unless the 27th is Friday. 

Remember riding ATV’s on city 
streets is a viola on of state law 
and will be enforced. 

Remember the city has a leash 
law.  If you are walking your dog 
in the city limits they MUST be on 
a leash.  No excep ons. 

City Hall—870-526-2300 

New City Hall Hours 
Hours 8:00am to 4:45pm M-F 

Closed 12:00 to 1:00 for lunch 

If you have not yet registered 
your dog or cat.  Please come to 
City Hall and do so. 

You can buy 40  gallon garbage 
bags at City Hall.  There are 50 in 
a roll and the cost is $10.00 per 
roll. 

Home owners and contractors 
are required to no fy city hall 
before any mechanical excava-

on can be done. 
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The Osceola Times recently circulated its annual Pro-
gress Edi on. The City of Keiser was among the ci es 
commended for the progress they had made. In my 
past life I worked for the Ci zen Journal/Osceola 
Times, so I decided to go a li le further with my own 
Progress Edi on of what’s happening in our city. 

Many scholars down through the ages have put their 
spin on what they think progress is. Ronald Reagan 
stated, “There is no barrier to progress except those 
we erect ourselves”. George Bernard Shaw said “The 
reasonable man adapts himself to the world; The un-
reasonable man persists in trying to adapt the world 
to himself. Therefore, all progress depends on the un-
reasonable man”. Sad, but some mes true. My favor-
ite quote came from Carl Sandburg who said, “I don’t 
know where I’m going, but I’m on my way”. Can it re-
ally be that simple – just begin. Even small beginnings 
can turn into something amazing. 

The word “progress” can be used as a noun meaning 
“to Improve” or it can be used as a verb meaning “to 
move forward”. I’m happy to say that the City of 
Keiser is doing both. But what does progress look like, 
what does it feel like, and what does it cost? I do have 
those answers. 

What does progress look like? It looks like a 110-foot-
tall water tank with a fresh coat of paint snazzied up 
with our new city logo. That’s what we can see. What 
we can’t see is the cleaning process and the new mix-
er that has been installed that will give us be er wa-
ter. Or ride just a li le farther down the road and pro-
gress is just running rampant out by the lagoon. It 
looks like a new, larger capacity pumping sta on sur-
rounded by a new fence. This pumping sta on is al-
ready helping tremendously with the city’s sewer 
problems.  

Our city’s police department has undergone major 
transforma ons resul ng in much needed progress in 
law enforcement. Chief Ga s has added a full- me 
officer in addi on to two auxiliary officers. All our 
officers have the necessary cer fica ons. The City of 
Keiser now owns four patrol cars, two of those have 
laptops installed that allow our officers to do viola on 
checks instead of having to go through the county. 

Our police officers have been provided the equipment 
needed to keep us and themselves safe. I would not 
hesitate to say that our city’s police department is 
among the most qualified and best equipped of any 
small town in our area. 

To travel to all these venues of progress, I’m sure you 
couldn’t help but enjoy the nice smooth ride on our 
recently paved streets. 

So, what did all this progress cost us? As treasurer of 
our city, I’m pleased to say that we got a very good 
deal on all of it. Following is the breakdown of all that 
I have men oned: 

Pumping Sta on 

A. Cost to city - $0 

B. $243,950 paid for by Mississippi County 
and ARPA Grants. 

Water Tank 

A. Cost to city - $0 

B. $236,500 paid for by Mississippi County 
and ARPA Grants. 

Police Department 

A. Cost to city - $0 

B. $119,824 paid for by COPS, Community 
Policing, Public Safety and LLEBG Grants. 

Streets 

A. Cost to city - $0 

B. $275,000 ARDOT Grant. 

$875,274.00 worth of progress and it cost the city $0. 
This is not a stopping place. Plans are already under-
way for a reimagined city park with a fishing pond, 
walking trail, and playground and exercise equipment 
for all ages. The city has already received grants and 
dona ons of over $200,000 earmarked for the park. 
PROGRESS MOVES ON! 

How Much Does PROGRESS Cost - By Peggy Sellars 
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Well, we are finally moving back into some warmer 
weather Keiser! With Warmer weather comes a lot more 
pedestrians walking around and children playing outside 
and/or riding bicycles. I would like to remind everyone to 
remain watchful, cau ous, and safe when driving through 
our neighborhoods. With the implementa on of our new 
animal control officer, the city will begin to see more ac-

vity by him when it comes to enforcing the animal ordi-
nance’s that are in effect. If you let your animal outside 
without a leash, or it is not in a properly enclosed or 
fenced in area, then you are liable to receive a cita on. If 
the animal is out roaming and an owner can not be locat-
ed the animal will be picked up and placed in the city’s 
pound. If you have an animal that is currently not regis-
tered with the city, or if your animal is a banned breed 
and it is not grandfathered in then you will be subject to 
being cited and fined un l the situa on is resolved. All of 
the city’s animal ordinances are going to be enforced fully 
due to the amount of animal related incidents that have 
happened in our past. We would like everyone to have a 
safe and enjoyable me while enjoying the warmer 
weather. The reasoning behind the ordinance is to keep 
the community safe from any poten al future animal re-
lated incidents that result in injury or worse. So I would 
like to ask everyone to help do their part to ensure that 
we can remain a safe community that is con nually grow-
ing for the be er. 

With the month of April beginning you will start to see 
some informa on being put out about the police depart-
ment teaching a C.R.A.S.E. course. C.R.A.S.E. stands for 
“Civilian Response to Ac ve Shooter Events”. The course 
will be open to everyone and anyone that wants to a end 
for free. The informa on on the date, me, and loca on 
for the course will be put out on the city’s Facebook page, 
so if this is something that you would be interested in 
a ending then keep a look out for the informa on to be 
put out. If you would like to be informed about it by email 
or phone then let me know and I will personally update 
you and inform you when the informa on becomes avail-
able. You can contact me by email at 
chief.cityo eiser@gmail.com or by phone at (870) 526-
2102. 

I would also like to share my enthusiasm about how 
proud I am of our officers and the amount of hard work 
that they have been doing, not only for the city but also 
on their me off of work to be er themselves and grow 
their knowledge and skills. Each officer has put in a tre-
mendous amount of me and hard work towards their 
training and educa on since January 1st of this year. As of 

March 25th,2024 our department as a whole has com-
pleted a total of 615.75 hours of training. That is an amaz-
ing accomplishment for a small department and even 
more outstanding that each officer has completed over 
100 hours of training or more in just 3 months. So if you 
see any of the officers out just stop by and congratulate 
them on all of their hard work and effort. It is definitely 
something to be proud of and worth recognizing. So from 
me, to each of the officers, thank you for all that you are 
doing to improve yourselves and our community. It is 
greatly appreciated and it does not go unno ced. 

Lastly, I would like to reach out to everyone within and 
around our community. If anyone has any ideas, 
thoughts, or things they would like to try and accomplish 
or do this year then please reach out to me and let’s talk 
about it. For example, I know a lot of people are unable 
to a end the events commi ee mee ngs or council 
mee ngs which can leave your ideas or sugges ons un-
heard. If you email me or call me then we can talk about 
your ideas and try to find the best way to go about trying 

to implement them. I myself would like to see more com-
munity related events this year where we can all get to-
gether and build a stronger community through either 
games, events, fundraisers, or even a community cook-
out. Things that will bring us all closer together and help 
us grow as a community, that’s what I would like to see 
more of this year. So if this is something that you would 
like to talk about, have ideas about, or would just be in-
terested in helping put it all together then reach out to 
me and we can go from there. (This is not intended to 
take the place of the events commi ee but to allow those 
who are unable to a end a chance for their voice to be 
heard as well) 

As always I hope everyone has a great month and If any-
one would like to reach out to me about anything you can 
contact me by any of the informa on below or come by 
the police department. 

Email: chief.cityo eiser@gmail.com 

Phone: (870) 526-2102 

CHIEF ANDREW GATTIS KEISER POLICE DEPARTMENT 
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Understanding Your Water Bill 
In Keiser, our monthly water billing process is both me culous 
and geared towards ensuring accuracy and fairness for all resi-
dents. Approximately five days before the end of each month, 
an external contractor is tasked with recording water usage 
from all connec ons within our system, using a handheld de-
vice. This data is then uploaded into the city's Water So ware, 
which subsequently generates a "Trouble Report." This report 
highlights accounts with abnormal usage levels, promp ng a 
re-evalua on to confirm accuracy. Once validated, the so -
ware compiles various reports, culmina ng in the prin ng of 
water bills - one copy for our auditors and another for mailing 
to residents. It's crucial for residents to note that bills are ren-
dered on the 1st of each month, with late charges - 10% of the 
unpaid balance with a minimum of $1 - being applied a er the 
16th. In instances of non-payment, water services are subject 
to disconnec on on the 27th, barring weekends. A reconnec-

on fee of $25 is imposed for restoring water services. This 
systema c approach ensures each resident receives a fair and 
accurate bill, reinforcing our commitment to transparency and 
the well-being of the Keiser community.  

Here is an actual Water Bill and an explana on of how charges 
are applied listed below. 

 

PENNY WILBANKS WATER/CITY HALL COORDINATOR 

 

New City Hall Hours 

Monday - Friday from 8:00 - 4:45 

Closed for Lunch from 12:00 - 1:00 
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Growing Keiser Together: The Impact 
of Shopping Locally and Online 

In the City of Keiser, Arkansas, every shopping 
choice we make has the power to shape our com-
munity's future. While Keiser may not have a wide 
variety of stores yet, we're dreaming of a day when 
our streets are filled with bustling local businesses. 
But for now, we face a challenge: nearly 90% of our 
discre onary spending—money we spend a er tak-
ing care of essen al bills like our homes and u li-

es—ends up leaving our community. This means 
the bulk of our shopping dollars are boos ng other 
ci es' economies instead of our own. 

This is where the importance of sales tax comes into 
play. Sales tax is a bit like magic dust that helps fund 
everything we love about Keiser, from smooth roads 
to safe parks. Whether you're buying a coffee, 
ge ng your hair cut, or purchasing a new ba ery 
for your car, a por on of what you spend goes back 
into making Keiser a be er place through sales tax. 
And here's the kicker: even when you shop online, 
you can s ll support our city. 

Here's a thought: un l Keiser can offer more shops 
and services, why not make our online shopping 
benefit our hometown? Believe it or not, when you 
shop online as a Keiser resident, some of the sales 
tax from your purchases can come back to us. It's a 
way to keep some of our spending right here in 
Keiser, helping to fund public services and commu-
nity projects. 

Imagine this: if we could redirect some of the 90% 
of spending that leaves our city back into Keiser, 
even through online shopping, we could significant-
ly boost our local economy. This means more mon-
ey for public services, be er roads, and eventually, 
a rac ng new businesses to our area. It's all about 
making strategic choices with where we spend our 
money. 

But don't get it twisted: the dream is s ll to shop 
locally as much as possible. Every dollar spent in 
Keiser not only stays in our community but also 
helps it grow. Local businesses are the heart of our 

city, crea ng jobs and adding character. By sup-
por ng them, we're inves ng in Keiser's future—
one purchase at a me. 

So, what can we do right now? First, let's support 
the local businesses we do have. They're the foun-
da on of our future thriving city. Second, when 
shopping online, remember that those purchases 
can also support Keiser. Un l our local shopping 
scene grows, this is a prac cal way to help our city 
flourish. 

Reflec ng on the tax revenue Keiser received in 
2023, it's evident that our choices make a differ-
ence. The chart below outlines just how much we've 
been able to contribute to our city through sales 
tax. Now, imagine if we could double or even triple 
that amount. It would be a game-changer for Keiser, 
enabling us to not only maintain our exis ng ser-
vices but also expand them. More funds mean we 
could enhance public spaces, improve our park, and 
even introduce new community services that make 
life in Keiser even be er. 

In short, every shopping decision we make is an op-
portunity to contribute to Keiser's growth and vi-
brancy. By being mindful of where and how we 
spend our money, we can help turn our city into the 
bustling, prosperous community we all dream of. 
Let's work together to make Keiser a place where 
everyone wants to live, work, and shop. 

Sales Tax in Local Communi es 
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A Brief History of Federal In-
come Taxes as We Approach Tax 
Day 2024 
 

As we edge closer to Tax Day on April 15, 2024, it 
offers an opportune moment to reflect on the his-
torical evolu on of the federal income tax system in 
the United States, a journey marked by significant 
changes and pivotal moments that have shaped the 
way Americans fulfill their tax obliga ons today. The 
federal income tax, as we know it, has its roots 
deeply embedded in the fabric of American history, 
serving as a tool for revenue genera on, economic 
policy, and social reform. 

The incep on of the modern federal income tax sys-
tem dates back to the ra fica on of the 16th 
Amendment in 1913, which granted Congress the 
power to levy taxes on personal income regardless 
of state popula on. This landmark amendment 
marked the transi on from a system heavily reliant 
on tariffs and excise taxes to one that could tap di-
rectly into the earnings of the country's ci zens and 
businesses. The ini al purpose was to generate rev-
enue for the federal government and redistribute 
wealth more evenly across society. 

Over the decades, the income tax system has under-
gone numerous reforms and expansions, reflec ng 
the changing economic condi ons, war me needs, 
and social policies of the na on. For instance, the 
tax rates and the number of tax brackets have fluc-
tuated significantly, especially during mes of war 
such as World Wars I and II, when tax rates surged 
to finance military expenditures. 

The Great Depression and the subsequent New Deal 
programs introduced under President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt in the 1930s further expanded the federal 
income tax to more Americans as a means to fund 
social welfare programs. It was during this period 
that the concept of deduc ons and credits was in-
troduced to the tax code, allowing taxpayers to re-

duce their taxable income and thereby their tax lia-
bility, based on specific expenses or contribu ons. 

The tax landscape con nued to evolve in the la er 
half of the 20th century and into the 21st century, 
with significant tax reform acts passed under vari-
ous administra ons. These reforms o en aimed at 
simplifying the tax code, adjus ng tax rates, and ex-
panding or limi ng deduc ons and credits to influ-
ence economic behavior and address social issues. 

Today, the federal income tax system remains a 
complex structure that reflects the economic priori-

es and social values of the na on. It is a progres-
sive tax system, where the rate of taxa on increases 
as income rises, embodying the principle of ability 
to pay. Taxpayers navigate through a maze of tax 
brackets, deduc ons, and credits, each element a 
legacy of the system's historical evolu on. 

As taxpayers prepare for Tax Day 2024, it's im-
portant to recognize the rich history of the federal 
income tax system and how it has evolved to meet 
the needs of the American people and government. 
From its early days as a revolu onary idea to its cur-
rent form as a fundamental component of the na-

on's fiscal policy, the federal income tax con nues 
to play a crucial role in shaping the economic land-
scape of the United States. 

DREADED INCOME TAX DAY 
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The City of Keiser is embarking on an ambi ous and cri -
cally important journey to revitalize and enhance our 
municipal infrastructure, with a par cular focus on the 
comprehensive repair and upgrade of our sewer system. 
This extensive project, structured in mul ple carefully 
planned phases, is designed to address and rec fy a 
range of long-standing challenges that have significantly 
impacted the quality of life for our community members. 

Phase 1: A Founda on for Future Success 

Our journey commenced with Phase 1, focusing on the 
replacement of the Lagoon Li  Sta on, an essen al com-
ponent of our sewer system. This cri cal upgrade, made 
feasible through a generous $200,000 grant we were 
fortunate to receive last year, marked a pivotal first step 
in our comprehensive plan to overhaul the sewer infra-
structure. Unlike its predecessor, which was situated in a 
3-foot depression and vulnerable to flooding during sig-
nificant rain events, the new li  sta on is strategically 
posi oned at ground level. This key improvement elimi-
nates the previous suscep bility to flooding, ensuring 
that the system remains opera onal even in adverse 
weather condi ons. The flooding of the old li  sta on 
would o en lead to the shutdown of the system, causing 
backups and taking extensive me to return to func on-
ality, depending on the severity of the rainfall. This up-
grade is a testament to our commitment to elimina ng 
such vulnerabili es and enhancing the resilience of our 
sewer system. 

Phase 2: Diagnosing the System with Precision 

As we move into Phase 2, our focus shi s to the Televis-
ing and Cleaning of our sewer lines, a process that prom-
ises to revolu onize our approach to system mainte-
nance and diagnos cs. Through this detailed examina-

on, we aim to gain a comprehensive understanding of 
the current condi on of our sewer infrastructure. Collab-
ora ng closely with our City Engineer, this phase will en-
able us to pinpoint precisely which components of the 
sewer system require repair or replacement to ensure its 
long-term sustainability. This is a crucial step in our mis-
sion to eliminate the recurrent system shutdowns expe-
rienced during heavy rain events, thereby mi ga ng the 
inconvenience and poten al hazards to our community. 

Phase 3: Implemen ng Necessary Repairs 

With the insights gained from Phase 2, Phase 3 will focus 
on the actual repair and replacement of the cri cal com-
ponents iden fied as necessary for the sewer system's 
sustainability. This significant step is made possible by a 
$4.6 million low-interest loan from ANRC, awarded to us 
in July 2023. Boas ng an impressively low interest rate of 
1.75%, this loan represents a strategic financial approach 
to minimize the fiscal impact on our city. We are com-
mi ed to using only what is necessary of this funding to 
complete Phases 2 and 3, ensuring a responsible and 
efficient alloca on of resources. 

Phase 4: Comple ng the System Overhaul 

Looking toward the future, Phase 4 will address and re-
place the remaining damaged por ons of our sewer sys-
tem not covered in the earlier phases. This final phase of 
the project will be supported through addi onal grants, 
for which we will ac vely seek in the coming months and 
years. Our proac ve approach to securing further fund-
ing underscores our dedica on to the full restora on 
and improvement of our sewer infrastructure. 

The City of Keiser fully acknowledges the difficul es and 
disrup ons our residents have faced due to the historical 
issues within our sewer system. However, with these 
structured phases of repair and upgrades, we are stead-
fast in our belief that we are on the correct path to not 
only resolving these issues but also paving the way for 
future growth and prosperity. This ini a ve represents 
more than just the repair and maintenance of our infra-
structure; it is a commitment to the well-being and sus-
tainability of our community. As we turn this cri cal 
chapter, we look forward with op mism to a brighter, 
more resilient future for the City of Keiser. 

Keiser's Sewer System Overhaul: A New Chapter in Infrastructure Improvement  
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

April 2024 

March 27th marked a momentous occasion for the 
City of Keiser, as I had the dis nct pleasure and hon-
or of represen ng our community in Li le Rock. The 
purpose of this visit was truly special, as we were 
awarded a $100,000 Fun Park Grant by the Arkansas 
Department of Parks, Heritage, and Tourism. 
 
Receiving this grant was not just a testament to the 
poten al and vibrancy of Keiser but also an oppor-
tunity to engage in meaningful dialogue about our 
city's future. It was par cularly rewarding to receive 
the grant directly from Governor Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders, whose support for local ini a ves like ours 
is invaluable. 
 
Our conversa on extended beyond the grant, touch-
ing upon the various projects that are currently 
shaping Keiser. I also took this opportunity to discuss 
our city’s current sewer issues, advoca ng for assis-
tance and support. I'm looking forward to further 
discussions with the governor's aide to explore how 
we can address this challenge effec vely. 
 
This grant is a step forward in enhancing our com-

munity's recrea onal infrastructure, promising fun 
and enjoyment for families and individuals in Keiser. 
It's an exci ng me for our city, and I am eager to 
see the posi ve changes this Fun Park will bring to 
our community.  

 

Cutoff Date 

Council Mee ng Water Bill Due 

April Fools Day 

World Health Day Na onal Pet Day 

Tax Day 

Earth Day Arbor Day 

Na onal Walking Day Gold Star Spouses Day 

Animal Crackers Day 

World Book Day 
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Arkansas Birds 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City Fun Page  

Scan Me... 
Contact Us 

City Hall—870-526-2300  Email—cityo eiser@gmail.com  Mayor—rjc.cityo eiser@gmail.com 


